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Background

- Chemicals of concern present in Black hair care products

- Salon workers and prolonged exposure

- Lack of research surrounding health consequences

- Lack of regulations on toxic products



Common Black Hair Styles and Services
Natural Services Chemical Services



Common Chemicals of Concern

Parabens                   Phthalates        Formaldehyde (Releasers)

Endocrine Disruptor    Endocrine Disruptor       Carcinogen



Field Work: Salon Workers



Objectives

1. Survey Black salon workers in the South LA area

2. Learn about occupational hazards within the industry

3. Identify changes over time

4. Disseminate safety information regarding chemicals of 

concern

Out Canvassing! BWW Chem Card BWW Safe Styling Flyer



Methods

● Develop spreadsheet with over 60 

salons in South LA

● Visit 6-9 salons per day

● Survey stylists and input responses 

into a Google Form

● Consolidate data into a master 

spreadsheet
Salon Outreach Map



Results 
What are the top reasons you choose certain products?



Results
How safe do you feel around the chemical ingredients used in 

products you work with?



Results
What are your main health concerns as a hairstylist working in the 

industry?



Results
Rate your agreement with the following statement: I have seen a 

decrease in the amount of chemical hair straighteners and/or 
relaxers requested by clients?



Hazards

Ergonomic

● Standing to long
● Repetitive motions
● Awkward angles

Chemical:

● Inhaling Chemical Fumes
● Exposure to chemicals from products

Biological

● COVID-19
● The common cold/flu      



“It’s hard to study every 
chemical that is in the 

product.”
- Salon Worker



Challenges                                     Success

● COVID-19 had led to many Salon 
closures

● Conflicts between posted hours 
and actual hours

● Returning to a Salon multiple 
times due to Stylists’ busy 
schedule

● Comfort answering around 
clients

● 39 surveys completed
● Outreached to over 80 salons
● New salons found in place of 

ones that had closed down
● Interview format



Give Back 1: Safety Card

Front Side

Back Side



Give Back 2: Instagram Post



Recommendations

Legislation Education

Collective Action Everyday Actions



Personal Reflections

- First field 
research 
experience

- Saw effects of 
COVID first-hand

- Working towards  
Environmental 
justice

- FDA Limitations
- Fieldwork
- Openness of 

Stylists

Natalie Thana
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