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Background

● Cannabis  was  firs t legalized for medical use in 
Pennsylvania  in 2016
○ Private workers  covered under OSHA

● United Food and Commercia l Workers  1776 
represents  over 500 cannabis  workers  in the 
s ta te
○ The Local includes  35,000 members  throughout 

PA, OH, NY, and WV
■ Workers  at: s tadiums , food plants , grocery 

s tores , liquor s tores
○ Lobbies  for pro-labor legis lation in PA State 

Capitol
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Objectives

1. Identify and document health and s afety hazards  

facing cannabis  grow workers

2. Make recommendations  for Union interventions

3. Gain a  deeper unders tanding of UFCW Local 1776
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Methods

● Works ite vis its

● Focus  group

● Survey

○ Likert s ca le ques tions

○ Pain frequency ques tions

● Steward tra ining
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Observations/Results

● From the 3 works ite tours :
○ Obs erved hazards  relating to: fire s afety, pes ticide and chemical us e, high ambient CO2 

levels , and poor ventila tion

● From the Focus  Group with four s tewards :
○ Expres s ed major concerns  with: lighting, CO2, chemicals , doctor’s  notes  not being 

accepted, a llergens , tra ining, and PPE
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Survey Results

● (n=10): Main concerns  with tra ining, s taffing, ergonomic is sues , and chemicals
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Give Back 
Product
● Tri-fold handout for 

workers  with 
common hazards  
and actions  to take

● Draft of letter to 
company with 
bigges t is s ues  and 
potentia l s olutions
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The Box
At leas t two workers  exposed to reactive oxygen 

and hydrogen peroxide vapors
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Challenges
● Acces s  to workers

○ Difficulty ta lking to 
workers  without 
management on vis its

● Res pons e rate

○ Lack of abundant data  
for analys is

● Corporate confidentiality

○ No phones  or pictures  
on vis its
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Successes

Access  to Workers :

● Long meaningful 
conversations  with 
s tewards  and workers

● Access  to highly 
s ecure facilities

Many Unique Opportunities :

● Toured many works ites  
in different indus tries

● State Capitol vis it
○ Cannabis  legis la tion
○ Tour

● Connected with different 
departments
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Recommendations

● Most common is sues  with with CO2, lighting, PPE, tra ining, ventila tion, 
chemical s afety, and fire s afety.  
○ Handheld CO2 devices
○ Auxiliary lighting in cultivation rooms
○ PPE: dis pos able gloves , fit tes ts  for res pirators
○ Training: formalized and hands -on for a ll machinery 
○ Ventila tion in grinding and trimming rooms
○ SDS available in electronic + hard copy, and training on readings
○ Fire extinguis hers  in all growing rooms , clear and acces s ible exit routes
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Sarah’s Reflection

● The cannabis  indus try is  so 

new, and so complex 

○ The work the Union is  

doing to improve 

s afety is  so important 

especia lly as  the 

indus try grows

● I am gra teful for a ll of the 

opportunities  this  summer!
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Jake’s Reflection

● Exis ting legal 
protections  for workers  
are not nearly enough 

● I’m a lso very gra teful 
for the opportunities  we 
had this  summer!
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