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Introduction and Background
- International Brotherhood of 

Teamsters (IBT) Safety and Health 

Department

- 40-hour Initial Hazardous Waste 

Worker Course 
- Local Union 519, Knoxville, TN

- 3 x 8-hour Hazardous Waste 

Worker Refresher Course
- HAMMER Federal Training Center, 

Hanford, WA
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Uranium Processing Facility at the Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, TN
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Projects and Facilities 
at Hanford site



Objectives
- Evaluate IBT HAZWOPER training 

programs at DOE sites

- Identify hazards among workers 

working with radioactive waste

- Develop recommendations to 

improve the IBT safety and health 

trainings
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Methods
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Questionnaire
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- 93 questions and 7 sections

- General and Work Information

- Job Responsibilities and Tasks

- Safety Training

- Workplace Environment and Exposures

- Vehicle Equipment and Machinery Safety

- Work Stress

- Responding to Unsafe Conditions and Emergencies



Methods
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Study Population
- 65 participants 

- 13 of 14 workers surveyed in 

Knoxville, TN (40-hour initial)

- 52 out of 60 workers surveyed 

in Hanford, WA (3x 8-hour 

refresher)
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How often are you exposed to the following?
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How often are you exposed to the following?
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Discussion

- Similarities and differences 

among results

- Strengths and limitations

- Observations about training 

program

- Recommendations
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Posing behind Russian Scud B Missile from WWII



Workers’ Perspectives 

“Honey, it’s 
just another 
day in Hanford”

“Duct tape and 
bubblegum hold 
it together”

“I’m pretty sure 
that place is an 
OSHA nightmare”
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Give Back Product 

- Push to engage with younger 
population through social media use

- Create Snapchat geotag filter for IBT 
Safety & Health department

- End goal to develop communication 
platform between headquarters and 
training centers
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NIOSH Video Conference

16From left: Grace (NY Intern), Kathryn Gonzalez (DC Intern), Cambra Lee Shapiro (DC Intern)



Post OHIP Reflections
Kathryn: “This internship is the kind that every student hopes to 
experience. OHIP provided me the opportunity to learn more 
about the history of the occupational health field as well as the 
technical dimensions. The first hand experiences with the 
workers, consistent guidance, and wealth of knowledge I have 
gained  this summer is what I hope to share with future students 
in the field! I am so lucky to have worked with Cambra and to 
have gained a lifelong friendship, both professionally and 
personally.”

Cambra: “I came into the internship program with limited 
experience with occupational health and safety and labor 
unions. As an intern, I had the invaluable opportunity to learn 
from leaders and experts in the field and to interact directly with 
workers’ in the trucking and radioactive waste industries. I am 
grateful to have worked with people who are passionate and 
driven in what they do, especially with Kathryn, who is the most 
wonderful fellow intern that I could have ever asked for.” 17
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Standing in front of valve leak demonstration at Hanford training pad



Thank you!

Thank you!
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